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THE FALL MIGRATION SEASON, 1985
Anne L. Stamm
The weather in the fall of 1985 was similar throughout the state:
rainfall was above normal for the months of August, October and No
vember. Temperatures averaged slightly below normal for August and
September. On August 2 the temperature hit a low of 57 degrees at Lexing
ton, 60 degrees at Louisville and 59 the following day at both locations.
October had 18 days with the temperature above normal. November also
had a few unusually warm days such as a high of 78 degrees on November
19 at Paducah where it tied a record and it was 77 degrees at Louisville.
In sharp contrast November was also the dreariest month on record.
The August cold fronts triggered an early start to the fall passerine
migration, although the season was best characterized by a number of
species lingering beyond normal departure dates. Many migrants took ad
vantage of the mild fall and remained well into late October and November.
The winter finch flight was poor except for Evening Grosbeaks. The few
rarities included a Plegadis Ibis, Laughing Gulls, Black-legged Kittiwake
and Red Crossbill.
Loons through Cormorants — Common Loons were present in about
normal numbers with a peak of 35 at Six-mile Island in mid-November
(BPB), 23 at Lexington Reservoir (hereafter L. R.), November 20 (BA)
and 11 at Lake Pewee, November 19 (JH). Pied-billed Grebes were widely
distributed with a concentration of 73 at Lake Pewee (JH) and 41 at L. R.
(BA). Horned Grebes were in low numbers and reported from five locations;
highest count was 23 birds at Louisville on November 22 (LR). Double-
crested Cormorants were above normal in numbers with a high count of 55
birds at Six-mile Island on November 25 (BPB). They were reported from
Smithland Dam, Ghent, Lake #9, Lexington, Falls of the Ohio (hereafter
Falls), and at Dix Dam ranging in dates from August 13 through No
vember (m.ob.).
Herons through Ibises — Great Blue Herons were more numerous than
in the fall of 1984; highest counts included 36 at Jonathan Creek, September
23 (MM, CP); 75 at Lake #9 on October 20 (BPB); 23 at Silo Overlook
on October 22 (S, DS, FS); and 28 at L. R. on November 20 (BA). One to
four Great Egrets were present at the Falls from August 25-October 15
(BS, BPB); one to nine at Jonathan Creek (MM, CP) September 5-9; 13
at Lake #9 on October 21 (S, DS, FS); 10 at Silo Overlook on October 20
(BPB), seven there on October 21 (DS, S, FS); singles at Dover, Mason
CJounty, October 13 and at Clark Fish Hatohery (hereafter C. F. H.) from
October 4-25 (FB). A single Snowy Egret was present at the Falls on
August 2-9 (LR, BPB) and on September 9 (LR); three at Lake #9 on
August 11 and 19 on September 1 (BPB, R. Cicerello). Little Blue Herons
were widespread: four to nine immatures were observed in the vicinity of
the Falls from August 9-30 (LR, BS, BPB) and last noted there on Sep
tember 23 (BPB), 18 at Ballard Waterfowl Management Area (hereafter
BWMA) on August 11, two at Lentz Pond mid-August (BPB); singles at
C. F. H. August 23 (FB) and at L. R. September 20 to October 1 (BA); an
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adult at Lake #9 on October 21 established a late date (S, DS, FS). Single
Cattle Egrets were reported in Jefferson County on November 14 (AS)
and Livingston County, November 16 {fide CP). Numbers of Green-backed
Herons were low except at C. F. H. where 64 were present on August 24
and one lingered until October 21 (FB). Black-crowned Night Herons left
the Falls on October 21 (BPB) and at L. R. on October 22 (BA); four
immatures were still present at Lake Barkley at Silo Overlook on the
latter date (S, FS). Yellow-crowned Night Herons left earlier than usual
at Lexington and Louisville. A Plegadis Ibis at C. F. H. on October 25 rep
resented the first record for this part of the state (FB).
JVcii^ffowl — The only Tundra Swans reported were 19 birds in flight
along the Ohio River near Burlington, Boone County on November 23
(LMc). Three Snow Geese had arrived at BWMA on September 19, 21 on
October 20, but 3,500 by November 22 (CW). Canada (Seese were first
noticed on September 8 when a floek of eight flew overhead in Shelby
County (DN); five had reached BWMA on September 19, numbers in
creased to 3,000 by October 17, 8,500 by November 22, but 17,500 on De
cember 3 (CW); smaller flocks of 13 to 45 birds were also seen at Ken
tucky Dam (S, et aL), Lexington (BA) and South Louisville (WJ). Ducks
were slow in arriving from the north and few large rafts were seen with
the exception of those at BWMA and only 5,000 were there by November
22 (CW). Wood Ducks were in low numbers with the exception of the 225
at Honker Lake, September 1 (BPB, R. Cicerello). Other dabbling ducks
were in modest numbers: Green-winged Teal, 40 at Mayfair Basins (BPB),
American Black Duck, 100 at Cave Hill Cemetery Lake (S, FS), 60 at the
Falls (BPB), Mallards, 125 at Cave Hill Cemetery Lake (S, FS), 190 at
the Falls (BPB) and 70 Blue-winged Teal at Jonathan Creek (MM). A
single Gadwall was present with Mallards on the Mayfair Basins on
August 30 (BPB); small numbers were also observed at the Falls (BS,
BPB), L. R. (BA), Lake Pewee (JH) and Jonathan Creek embayment of
Kentucky Lake (BBC). Canvasbacks and Redheads were unusually scarce.
Ring-necked Ducks were down in numbers at Lake Pewee (JH). A few
Greater Scaup were repotted: three at L. R. on October 22 (BA); singles
at Oldham County Park Lake, October 27 (DN), at the Falls, October 29,
November 3, but 10 there November 25 (BPB). Few observers mentioned
Lesser Scaup, but 50 were recorded at L. R. on October 20 (BA) and a
high count of 375 at Louisville, November 3 (BPB). A single male Old-
squaw was seen at Louisville on November 6 (LR, BPB) as was a White-
winged Scoter on November 4 (BPB). Black Scoters were observed five
times on the Ohio River at Louisville from October 28 to November 27,
with a high count of 11 on the former date (BPB, LR, et al.). Also, a
single Surf Scoter was present at L. R. on October 22 (BA). More Hooded
Mergansers were reported than usual: seven near Danville on November
23 (PL), a high of 18 at L. R., November 25 (BA), a peak of 14 at Louis
ville on November 22 (BPB) and 800 at Honker Lake in Land Between the
Lakes, November 17 (BPB, D. Ebel). Ruddy Ducks showed up at six
locations, but only in small numbers, with the exception of 81 at Lake
Pewee (JH).
Raptors — Hawk migration was poor this autumn. Turkey Vultures
were migrating on November 8 when 166 were counted at Cumberland
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Gap (BA) ; smaller groups of 35 and 40 were reported at Petersburg and
Williamstown, Boone County on August 26 and September 22, respectively
(LMc). There were many reports of one to two Ospreys between August
25 and November 23 at nine locations (m.ob.), with three of the sightings
at Cumberland Gap (BA, KOS). A total of 15 Bald Eagles had reached
BWMA by November 30 (CW); singles were at Cumberland Gap September
21 (BF, KOS) and 22 (S, CS, DS). A Northern Goshawk over east Louis
ville on October 31 was well documented (DN). Fair numbers of Sharp-
shinned Hawks were observed over Cumberland Gap: seven birds on Sep
tember 7, 12 on September 17 (BA), 10+ on September 21-22 (KOS) and
10 on Noveihber 8 (BA). Single Cooper's Hawks were reported from
Grayson, Meade, Kenton, Boone, Jefferson, Oldham, Fayette and Bell
Counties (m.ob.)- Although Red-shouldered Hawks remained scarce in some
sections of the state, a total of 16 was observed at Cumberland Gap on
November 8 (BA). Fewer Broad-winged Hawks were reported than last
year. The high count was 64 at Cumberland Gap on September 17 (BA).
Few observers mentioned the Red-tailed Hawk, but the species was seen
frequently in all sections of the state. An influx was noted in mid-November
in Clark County and 48 was the high count at Cumberland Gap on No
vember 8 (BA). The two Rough-legged Hawks (light phase) in Clark
County on November 19 were the only ones reported (BA). At least two
Peregrine Falcons were present at the Falls: one on August 25-27 and
another October 1-17 (BPB) and again on October 25 (BPB, LR); one
at Cumberland Gap, September 22 (S, CS, DS, FS).
Galliformes — Two flocks of Wild Turkeys (12 in one and 20 in the
other) were seen in Cumberland County in late November {fide RS).
Amerdan Coot concentrations of 2150 at Lake Pewee (JH) and 635 at
Louisville (BPB) in November, were of interest. Sandhill Cranes were re
ported from six locations with the earliest and latest over the Glasgow area
on October 16 and November 30, respectively (RS); largest flock was 35-40
birds over Falls of the Rough (KC).
Shorebirds — The shorebird migration was not very exciting and
numbers were low with the exception of Pectoral, L^ast and Semipalmated
Sandpipers. Black-bellied and Lesser Golden Plovers were scarce: one to
four of the former at Louisville from August 30 to early October (LR, BS,
BPB); two to five at Jonathan Creek September 13 (MM) to October 20
(BBC); only singles of the latter species at Jonathan Creek (MM) and
C. F. H. (BA). A single Piping Plover was present at the Falls from
August 12-16 (m.ob.). Flocks of 100 to 150 Killdeers were present at
Jonathan Creek (MM) and at Louisville (BPB). The American Avocet on
August 8 (BPB) and the three August 16 at the Falls were noteworthy
(m.ob.). Unusual records of the Willet included 23 at the Falls on August
5 and four at Mayfair Basins, August 16 (BPB). Greater and Lesser
Yellowlegs did not remain as late as usual and numbers were low for the
former species and maximum numbers for the latter included 40 at Jacob-
son Park on October 1 (BA) and 100 at Louisville, August 7 (BPB). The
high count for the Spotted Sandpiper was 20 birds at both Pulaski County
Park (JEl) and the Palls (BPB) during August. Sanderlings were present
but in small numbers: one to three birds at Mayfair Basins (DN), the
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Falls (BPB), Kentucky Lake, Jonathan mud-flats (MM) and C. F. H.
(BA), ranging in dates from August 11 to September 23. Small numbers
of Semipalmated Sandpipers were observed at Jonathan Creek (MM),
C. F. H. (BA), a peak of 200 at the Falls and a similar number in a flock
of 300 peeps at Lake #9 (BPB). A Western Sandpiper on September 12
near Danville was the first for that area (FL); other sightings included
one to seven at the Falls (BPB, BA); three at C. F. H. and eight at
Lake #9 (BPB). Fair numbers of Least Sandpipers were much above those
of last year: high counts of 40-50 at Jonathan Creek on September 5 (MM);
50 at the Falls on August 7 (BPB) : 300 peeps, mostly Least at Lake #9
on October 20 (BPB). The only Baitd's Sandpipers reported were from the
Falls on September 1 and 7 (BA, DN) and Jacobson Park on September 6
(BA). Maximum counts of Pectoral Sandpipers included 100 at the Falls on
August 16-17, 50 at Lake #9 on September 1 (BPB) and 30 at Jacobson
Park on October 1 (BA). Dunlin were reported from five locations with a
high count of 60+ at Jacobson Park on October 20 (BA), 35 at Jonathan
Creek on the same date (BPB) and 12 at Silo Overlook on October 22 (S,
FS, DS). A single Stilt Sandpiper was first reported at the Falls on
August 4 (DN) with a high of 10 in mid-August (BPB); two to six at
Jonathan Creek on August 31-September 23 (MM), Jacobson Park from
August 31-October 20 (BA); and a high of 38 at Lake #9 on September
1 with eight there October 20 (BPB). The Buff-breasted Sandpiper flight
was poor with only one to four birds at the Falls between August 18 and
September 7 (BPB, DN); no others reported. One to six Short-billed Dow-
itchers were at the Falls intermittently between August 5 to September 9
(BPB, BA); two at Mayfair Basins on August 11 (DN). The several
sightings of dowitcher species at Jonathan Creek from August 31 to Sep
tember 23 probably were Short-billed (MM). A single Long-billed, a rare
transient, was heard and seen at C. F. H. on September 22 as were the
10 birds at Lake #9 on October 20 (BPB). Two Wilson Phalaropes were
noted at Mayfair Basins on August 11 (DN) and 30 (BPB); one at the
Falls on September 1 (JEl, BA), and again on September 4-6 (BPB); two
at Jonathan Creek, September 5 (MM).
Gulls and Tems — Unusual records of the Laughing Gull included one
at Kentucky Lake near Hainlin on August 17 (MM, J. T. Erwin), singles
at the Falls on August 7 and 24 and at Barkley Dam, August 31-September
1 (BPB and the later record with R. Cicerello). A Franklin's Gull was
seen above Kentucky Dam on November 17 (BPB, D. Ebel). A single
Bonaparte's Gull appeared at Kentucky Dam on August 11 and at Barkley
Dam on August 31, but only small numbers had arrived by the end of
November: 35 was the high count at Louisville on November 25 (BPB).
Ring-billed and Herring Gulls were present at various locations by late
November, but numbers were not high, although 65 of the former species
had reached Barkley Dam by August 31 (BPB), but few could be found on
October 19 (S, DS, FS). A Black-legged Kittiwake was seen at the Ken-
tucky Dam on November 17, making the third consecutive year that the
species has been there (BPB, D. Ebel). Caspian Terns were found at only
two locations: 12 birds near Hamlin on August 25 (MM) and three to
seven at the Falls from Augrust 14-17 (BS, BPB, LR). Common Terns
were present in small numbers at Jonathan Creek (MM), Pulaski County
Park (JEl) and Louisville (BPB). Forster's Terns visited the Falls on
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seven days between August 7 and September 5 with a peak of 14 on August
7 and 16 (BPB) and a single bird at Pulaski County Park on August 25
(JEI). The latter record was of interest since few sightings have been re
ported from this area. There were few reports of the Least Tern; one near
Hamlin (MM) and two at the Falls on August 17 (BPB); young being fed
by adults (20 birds total) on August 10-11 at Lake #9 (BPB). Flights of
Black Terns have been scarce in recent years, but fair numbers were ob
served this autumn. The species was seen at the Falls on 11 dates be
tween August 6 and September 6 with peaks of 14 and 22 birds, and 25
at Towhead Island on August 16, one at Jonathan Creek, September 1
(BPB); one at Pulaski County Park on August 25 (JEI).
Cuckoos through Swifts — Black-billed Cuckoos were reported'from
three locations: one at C. F. H. on August 18 (BA), one at the Falls on
August 20 and September 25 (BPB) and one near Lake Pewee on October
14 (JH). A single Yellow-billed Cuckoo lingered at the Falls until October
17 (DN) and a pair there on October 29 (BPB). Common Nighthawk
flights of 100 or more were seen August 25-31 with a maximum count of
275 at Eubank (JEI). Chimney Swifts were widely reported in October
with 1,000 observed at the Falls in early October (BPB) and the latest
sighting was at Bowling Green on October 20 (BF).
Woodpeckers through Flycatchers — Red-headed Woodpeckers were
scarce at Danville unlike the fall of 1984 (FL). Olive-sided Flycatchers
were reported from the Falls on September 13 (BPB), Creason Park on
September 15 (DN) and Jacobson Park September 24 (BA). Single Yellow-
bellied Flycatchers were identified at Lexington, Cemetery September 2
(BA) and at Shippingport Island September 6 and 25 (BPB). An unusually
late Acadian Flycatcher was calling on Shippingport Island on October 15
(BPB). A Great Crested Flycatcher was still present at Lexington Ceme
tery on September 27 (BA). There were no concentrations of swallows
except for the "hundreds of various species" at Jonathan Creek on August
23 (MM). The majority of Purple Martins left early, but one lingered at
Lexington until September 23 (BA). Eleven Tree Swallows were observed
near Danville on October 7 (FL), a later straggler was seen at L. R. on
November 5 (BA). Also, three Barn Swallows were noted at Lake #9 on
October 20 (BPB).
Ravens through Shrikes — A Common Raven was seen at Cumberland
Gap on September 21 and November 18 (BA). Red-breasted Nuthatches
were widely distributed and fairly common; earliest arrival date at Falls
of the Rough on September 16 (KC). A House Wren at Lexington on No
vember 18 was rather late (BA). Interesting records were the two Sedge
Wrens heard in Fulton County August 11 and six birds there on September
1 (BPB). Both kinglets were about normal. Eastern Bluebirds were "def-
intely" down from 1984 at Danville (FL); some 50 were seen on the Abell
Farm in Oldham County on the morning of October 12 (S, BBC). The
major flight of Cedar Waxwings in Fayette County was during October
3-5 (BA); numbers peaked at Madisonville on October 19 with 63 .birds
(JH). Loggerhead Shrikes were reported from Fulton, Hickman, Fayette,
Boyle and Spencer Counties.
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Vireo through Warblers — A Solitary Vireo at Lexington Cemetery on
November 18 established our latest date (BA). A few Philadelphia Vireos
were reported from September 14 to 27 at Clark Hatchery (BA), Pine
Mountain (KOS) and Falls of the Ohio (BPB). Warblers seemed to trickle
through in most areas with the greatest movement in mid-October. Some
species lingered longer than usual. The latest Tennessee Warbler was at
Lexington on November 5 (BA). Single Orange-crowned Warblers were
observed at Otter Creek Park, September 29 (S, DS) and at Shippingport
Island, October 15, 22 and November 5 (BPB). An early Nashville Warbler
was noted at the Falls on August!20 (BPB) while normal numbers were
observed through October 21 at Burlington (LMc). Other late warblers in
cluded a Magnolia at Lexington Cemetery on October 20 (BA) and a Cape
May at Eubank on October 24 (JEl). The only Black-throated Blue
Warbler reported was one at Burlington on October 14 (LMc). Some 45
Yellow-rumped (Myrtle) Warblers were seen on the Abell Farm, Oldham
County, October 12 (S, BBC). The mild October weather was responsible
for the late warbler records such as the Prairie on Abell Farm (BBC) and
Shippingport Island (BPB) on October 12 and 18, respectively, Palm in
Fayette County, November 25 (BA), Bay-breasted at Burlington, No
vember 9, 15, and 16 (LMc). The latter species established a late state
record. Four reports of single Blackpoll Warblers ranging from Sep
tember 13 to October 1 were received without documentations. These
records may be valid, but details are lacking for specific identification.
The species is very rare here in fall. Single Mourning Warblers were seen
at Shippingport Island on September 25 and 27 (BPB); also a Connecticut
Warbler reported there September 20 (full details lacking). A Wilson's
Warbler at Eubank on August 16 was an early record (JEl).
Dickcissel through Juncos — A Dickcissel on the Abell Farm, Oldham
County on October 12 was a rather late straggler (S, BBC). Chipping
Sparrows were still present at Burlington on November 10 (LMc) and a
flock of 100 at Lexington Cemetery on November 13 (BA). A Grasshopper
Sparrow lingered in the Danville area until October 26 (FL). A few Lincoln
Sparrows were reported from the Falls of the Rough, Shippingport Island
and Mayfair Basins, but none were early or remained late (KC, BPB). White-
throated Sparrow migration was noted on October 20 at Bowling Green
where 50 were seen (BF). There was some decline in numbers of the
White-crowned Sparrow in Madisonville (JH) and in some sections of
east Louisville (S). Dark-eyed Juncos arrived later than normal and were
first sighted at Lexington (BA) and Bowling Green (BF) on October 20.
Blackbirds, Finches — Bobolinks were last reported on September 27
at Masterson Station Park (BA). Rusty Blackbirds were first observed
near Kentucky Dam on October 19 (S, FS, DS) and at Jonathan Creek
on October 21 (BBC). The Purple -Finch flight was not impressive and al
though two birds were present at Eubank on September 20 (JEl), most
observations were in November. House Finches continued to be numerous.
A male Red Crossbill was noted at Lexington Cemetery on November 18
(BA). Pine Siskins were in low numbers. There were eight reports of the
Evening Grosbeak with the earliest at Eubank — a flock of 31 birds on Oc
tober 27; the highest count was 75 birds a few miles north of Murray (WB).
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Contributors — Brad Andres (BA), Fred Busroe (FB), Wally Brines
(WB), Katharine Clay (KC), Nancy Davidson (ND), Jackie Elmore (JEl),
Blaine Ferrell (BF), Ed Groneman (EG), James W. Hancock (JH),
Wilbur Jackson (WJ), Frederick W. Loetscher (FL), Lee McNeely (LMc),
Michael Miller (MM), Doxie Noonan (DN), Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr.
(BPB), Clell Peterson (CP), Lene Rauth (LR), Bemice Shannon (BS),
A. Schrock (AS), Anne L. Stamm (8), F. W. Stamm (FS), Russell Starr
(RS), Donald Summerfield (DS), Charles Susie (CS), Margaret Sullivan
(MS), Charles Wilkins (CW), Beckham Bird Club (BBC), Kentucky
Ornithological Society (KOS).
—9101 Spokane Way, Louisville 40222.
MID-WINTER BIRD COUNT
1985-1986
Reports of 23 counts were received from across tne state. A total of
117 species was observed on count days, 109 of which are represented on
the table. Those species represented by a single bird observed only on one
count are not included on this table. These include: a Snow Goose, a Least
Sandpiper, a Glaucous Gull (Land Between the Lakes), a female Northern
Oriole (Yelvington), a Mute Swan, an American Woodcock (Otter Creek
Park, a Merlin and a Vesper Sparrow (Frankfort). Only seven species were
recorded on all counts and 13 species were noted only on a single count.
The additional sightings of an immature Golden Eagle (Land Between the
Lakes), a Harris Sparrow (Marion), two Short-eared Owls and a Long-
eared Owl (Sorgho; unverified) during the count period brought the
species total to 121.
Although not unusually so, this December was colder than ]ast. The
much colder weather and snow cover experienced to the north sefemed to
push many of the northern finch species into the Kentucky censifs areas.
Pine Siskins, Evening Grosbeaks, Purple Finches and American Tree
Sparrows were more numerous this year compared with last, as were
Red-tailed Hawks. The decline in Eastern Bluebird numbers (735) to pre-
1982 levels was disappointing as was the absence of Wild Turkey sightings
in Mammoth Cave National Park. The slow but steady increase in the
Common Raven population noted in eastern Kentucky was encouraging. The
repitition of last year's unusual recordings of a Merlin and a female
Northern Oriole was most interesting. Also of interest was the inverse re
lationship between House Finch and House Sparrow numbers. House
Finches increased in number from 357 last year to 984 this year, whereas.
House Sparrows decreased in number from 15,429 last year to 4,580 this
year. This trend is consistent with the trend observed in other areas
recently invaded by House Finches.
Thanks are sincerely extended to all participants, particularly those
who submitted verification forms on unusual sightings. Thanks are also
extended for the comments regarding unusual weather conditions, habitat,
and interesting sightings.
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LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES (all points within a 15-miIe diamster
circle, center Pisgah Bay Picnic Ground.) Habitat lake and stream shores
40%, deciduous and pine woods 28%, overgrown and cultivated fields 20%,
residential and small business 12%. Dec. 21; 5:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky
clear; temp. 12 to 26°F; wind SW, 1-3 m.p.h. Bays and ponds were frozen
with patches of open water. Sixteen observers in 6 parties. Total party-
hours 51 (14.5 on foot, 36.5 by car). Total party miles 493.5 (21.5 on foot,
472 by car). Total species 90; total individuals 812,824.
The small number of waterfowl (1,322) had considerable variety (17
species) which may be the pattern for future years of declining populations.
The-few eagles reported may be the result of the frozen bays which have
shifted many of them further south. The most dramatic finds were the
Glaucous Gull, the Tundra Swan and the Ruffed Grouse. The gull was
found on .the lake below the Silo Overlook (BPB, DN, RC, S. Wash.). The
Tundra Swan was found at Jonathan Creek Bay (MM) and was studied
again in detail almost in the same spot (MM, CP) the following day. The
Ruffed Grouse, a true novelty and the first seen in the area for un
determined years, was tracked down by radio by Rick Maura, a University
of Kentucky graduate student studying the Ruffed Grouse restocking pro
gram; it was closely observed by Maura and S. Will. Less exciting but
nearly so were the Least Sandpiper and 11 Dunlin found at Jonathan
Creek Bay (MM) and the-Pectoral Sandpipers observed closely and care
fully at the end of Craven's Creek road (CP, SL, CM). Figures for Rock
Doves and Starlings are estimates of the Starling roost at Kentucky Lake
Dam and the Rock Dove populations at Kentucky Lake and Barkley Dams.
—George Beringer, Wally Brines, Richard Cassell, Melissa Easley, Betty
Gore, Sally Leedom, Mike Miller, -Carl Mowery, Jr., Carl Mowery III,
Doxie Noonan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., Clell Peterson (compiler), Ed
Ray, Steve Washburn, Stephen White, Stephanie Will.
MARION (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Forest
Grove.) Habitat woods, scrub, open farm and creeks. Dec. 29; 6:30 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 28 to 35''F; wind N, 0-10 m.p.h. Three ob
servers in 3 parties. Total party-hours 24 (18 on foot, 6 by car). Total
party miles 20 (6 on foot, 14 by car). Total species 40; total individuals
2,928.
Numbers of species and individuals seem to be continuing to decline.
—C. L. Frazer (compiler), Jim Frazer and Marie Frazer.
SORGHO (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center KY 279
and Audubon Parkway (Wilson Residence). Habitat fields, grain, meadows,
small streams, dence woods, open woods, Ohio and Green Rivers. D28; 8:00
am. to 5:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 22 to 35®F; wind 5-10 m.p.h.
Twelve observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 47 (30 on foot, 17 by car).
Total party-miles 114 (12 on foot, 102 by car). Total species 46; total in
dividuals 3,397.
Mike Brown, Sister Casimer Czurles, Tony Eaden, Joe Ford, John
Humphrey, Mr. and Mrs. Ramon lies, Joyce Porter, Wynema Sims, Tommy
Stevenson, Ed Wilson (compiler), Elinor Wilson.
YELVINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center U.S.
Hwy. 60 and State Hwy. 405 at Maceo KY.) Habitat Ohio River bottoms.
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Carpenter and Kingfish Lakes, two farms with woods and fields, Pup
Creek bottoms and feeders. Dec. 21; 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky overcast;
temp. 22 to 36°F; wind 4-8 m.p.h. There was intermittent sunshine. Thirteen
observers in 4 parties. Total party-hours 36 (30 on foot, 6 by car). Total
party-miles 34 (12 on foot, 22 by car). Total species 54; total individuals
2,231.
As in the past few years there has been a great lack of waterfowl.
Also missing was the Yellow-rumped Warbler, Hermit Thrush and Eastern
Phoebe which we used to find in fair numbers. Common Crackles and
Eastern Meadowlarks were rare.
Noteworthy is the finding of a female Northern (Baltimore) Oriole
on the feeder of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Ray. The feeders at the Ray's and
Powell's have always produced large numbers of species and individuals.—
Joey Brown, Mike Brown, Tony Eaden, Tom Hicks, John Humprhey, Ray
lies, Don Lacy, Bill Perkins, Bert Powell (compiler), Millie Powell, Roseann
Radzelovage, Marvin Ray and Maudie Ray.
HANCOCK COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle,
center Patesville.) Habitat woodland, field, creeks and pond. Dec. 80; 8:30
a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 15 to 45°F; wind SE, 0-15 m.p.h. Three
observers in 1 party. Total party-hours'7 (6 on foot, 1 by car). Total
party miles 13 (8 on foot, 5 by car). Total species 21; total individuals 133.
Roseann Radzelovage (compiler), Walter Radzelovage and David Sanders.
BOWLING GREEN (center and habitat as described in 1980.) Dec. 21;
6:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 12 to 31*^; wind
S, 0-10 m.p.h. Standing water was frozen. Seven observers in 3 parties.
Total party-hours 18 (15 on foot, 3 by car). Total party-miles 109 (8 on
foot, 101 by car). Total species 66; total individuals 4,452.
Blaine Ferrell, Jeff Jones, Wayne Mason, Bill and Ruth Mathes,
Simeon Pickard, H. E. Shadowen (compiler).
MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK (center and habitat as de
scribed in 1980.) Dec. 22; 6:30 a.m. to 4:40 p.m. Sky clear; teihp. 28 to
48^; wind S, 10-15 m.p.h. Seven observers in 3 parties. Total party-hours
25 (15 on foot, 10 by car). Total party-miles 93 (11 on foot, 82 by car).
Total species 51; total individuals 2,474.
Blaine Ferrell (compiler), Marquita Gillenwater, Jeff Jones, Ron
Lewis, Wayne Mason, Joey McCombs and H. E. Shadowen.
GLASGOW (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Barren
County courthouse.) Habitat as described previously. Dec. 27; 6:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 33 to 45°F; wind NW, 5-15 m.p.h. Six observers
in 6 parties. Total party-hours 43.75 (31.75 on foot, 12 by car). Total
party-miles 123 (13 on foot, 110 by car). Total species 68; total individuals
3,126.
Mrs. Marquita Gillenwater, Mrs. Howard Malcolm Jones, Wayne
Mason (compiler), Mrs. Todd Moore, Dr. and Mrs. Russell Starr.
HART COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
three miles northeast of Munfordville, KY. at the intersection of Gaddock
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Road and Geralds Lane.) Habitat open farmland, 100 acre pond (frozen),
river bottoms (Green River), small towns. Dec. 27; 6:80 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sky mostly sunny; temp. 35 to 45°F; wind 20-25 m.p.h. Wind gusty. Three
observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 10.5 (7 on foot, 3.5 by car). Total
party-miles 85 (5 on foot, 80 by car). Total species 43; total individuals
150,747.
Steve Kistler (compiler), Cap Middleton and Mitch Sturgeon.
OTTER GREEK PARK (center as described in 1972.) Habitat brushy
fields 38%, fields and pastures 28%, deciduous wood 18%, creeks, lake and
river 12%, town 1%, roadsides 3%. Deo. 28; 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky
partly cloudy to clear. Ponds frozen, Doe Lake and Ohio River open. Fifteen
observers in 5 parties. Total party-hours 40 (17 on foot, 23 by car) plus
one hour owling. Total party-miles 261 (18 on foot, 243 by car), plus 3
miles owling. Total species 63; total individuals 5,111.
The Common Loon and the Canada Geese set new records for this
count, so far as numbers are concerned. The Mute Swan on Doe Lake was
a surprise and was gone six days later. The American Woodcock, new for
this count, was reported within the park by Doxie Noonan. Golden-
crowned Kinglets were scarce and Ruby-crowned Kinglets were entirely
absent. Both the Carolina Wren and Eastern Bluebird showed declines.
White-throated Sparrows were up and White-crowned down from the 1984
count. Mary B. Bauer, R. Cassell, W. Dahl, R. Games, Smith Hundley,
Frank and John Krull, J. Noel, Doxie Noonan, B. Palmer-Ball, Jr., Martha
Pike, Helga Schutte, Tony Smith, F. W. Stamm and Anne Stamm (com
piler) .
BERNHEIM FOREST (center and habitat as described in 1974.) Jan.
1; 6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 22 to SS'F; wind variable, 0-5
m.p.h. Nineteen observers in 7 parties. Total party-hours 60.5 (25.5 on
foot, 35 by car). Total party-miles 338 (18 on foot, 320 by car). Total
species 72; individuals 8,193.
Optimal weather conditions and better-than-average coverage resulted
in a record total for species. All lakes and ponds were frozen except for
one lake warmed by distillery overflow, on which most of the geese, ducks
and the Eastern Phoebe were observed. High counts were made for sev
eral species including. Northern Harrier, Red-tailed Hawk, Eastern Blue
bird and Hermit Thrush. — Brad Andres, Mary Bill Bauer, Jane and Pat
Bell, Dike Bixler, Roland and Marie Blahnik, George Crabtree, Diane Ebel,
Marion Jones, Sarah McClellan, Joan Noel, Doxie Noonan, Brainard Palmer-
Ball, Jr. (compiler), Martha Pike, Helga Schutte, Lawrence Smith and
Stephen Washbum.
LOUISVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
junction Hwys. 42 and 22.) Habitat as described in 1972. Dec. 22; 5:00 a.m.
to 6:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 26 to 49°F; wind SW, 3-20 m.p.h.
Ponds and lakes frozen. Thirty nine observers in 11 parties. Total party-
hours 96 (52 on foot, 44 by car). Total party-miles 537 (52 on foot, 485
by car). Total species 89; total individuals 19,384.
Diversity (89 species) was higher than expected, in view of the ex
tremely cold weather the week preceding the count, which resulted in most
1986 THE KENTUCKY WARBLER 17
lakes and ponds being frozen. Waterfowl diversity was good, and the
numbers of Canada Geese were a local high count, and the presence of
wintering Black-crowned Night Herons once again was encouraging.
Northern birds were also good, especially Horned Larks, again a local high.
House Finches continue to increase, as expected. However, no verified
rarities were reported.—May Bauer, Don Blackburn, Donald Blackburn,
Marie and Ronald Blahnik, K. W. Clay, Diane Ebel, D. L. Garst, Stewart
and Mary Ann Jenkins, Brian Johnson, F. H., F. X., John and Mary
Krull, Burt Monroe, Jr. (compiler), Mark Monroe, K. C. Mudd, Dottie
and Janice Muntan, Barry Nichols, Doxie and J. R. Nognan, Brainard
Palmer-Ball, Jr., Jim Pasikowski, Martha Pike, Bob Quaife, Lene Rauth,
Carl Schultz, Helga Schutte, Bernice Shannon, L. D. Smith, Tony Smith,
Anne and F. W. Stamm, Midge Susie, Stephen Washburn, Julie Wooldridge,
Bob Zaremba (Beckham Bird Club).
SHELBYVILLE (all points within a 15-miIe diameter circle, center
three quarters of a mile south of U.S. 60 and Guist Creek Lake on KY
Hwy. 714.) Habitat farmland, fallow land, suburban, wooded and grass
land. Dec. 29; 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 28
to SC'F; wind S-SW, 0-5 m.p.h. Four observers in 1 party. Total party-
hours 10 (1 on foot, 9 by car). Total party-miles 118 (1 on foot, 117 by
car). Total species 50; total individuals 2,884.
John Brown, Stephanie Brown, Todd Brown, W. H. Brown (com
piler) and Christina Martin.
FRANKFORT (center as described in 1972.) Habitat as described'in
1977. Dec.. 28; 7:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky clear to partly cloudy; temp. 20
to 30®F; wind W-SW, 7-12 m.p.h. Snow cover, .4 inches, water partly open.
Fifteen observers in 11 parties. Total party-hours 60 (32 on foot, 28 by
car). Total party-miles 316 (33 on foot, 283 by car). Total species 68;
total individuals 7,866.
This is one of the higher counts for Frankfort. Canada Geese were
reported by several parties. Jim Rettig found the Red-breasted Merganser
and Horned Grebes on the Kentucky River. W. H. Brown observed the
female Merlin perched for a long interval. Sparrows, except for White-
crowned Sparrows, were in good numbers with the unexpected Vesper
Sparrow reported by Jim Rettig. House Finches have greatly increased in
the Frankfort area.—W. H. Brown, Rose Canon, Peggy Durbin, James
Durell, Scott Hankla, Virginia Honaker, Howard Jones (compiler), Jeff
and Maria Jones, Margaret LaFontaine, Christina Martin, James Rettig,
Teresa Rollins, Jim Williams, Tim Williams.
KLEBER WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA (center and habitat
as described in 1977.) Jan. 4; 7:15 a.m. to 5:15 p.m. Sky cloudy; temp. 29
to 40°F; wind E-SE, 5-12 m.p.h. Twelve observers in 5 parties. Total
party-hours 27 (12 on foot, 15 by car). Total party-miles 188- (11
on foot, 177 by car). Total species 54; total individuals 3,801.
This is the highest species count for the Kleber-Owen County area.
This is probably the most representative count of the area as we had the
most complete circle of coverage by a very able group of birders. Robins
were plentiful due to the cedar berry crop. Durell observed the Canada
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Geese over the Kleber area. Screech Owls were found in response to calling.
All still water was frozen so the lakes and ponds were empty. We failed
to get Killdeer and Mourning Dove numbers were low. — Brad Andres.
Richard Cassell, Peggy Durbin, James Durell, Sherri Evans, Howard Jones
(compiler), Sarah McClellan, Brainard Palmer-Ball, Jr., James Rettig,
Julie Smoak, Jim Williams and Tim Williams.
LEXINGTON {all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center ST'SS'
N, 84®28' W, East Hickman on Tates Creek.) Habitat as described in 1972.
Dec. 22; 6:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 2 to IS'F; wind 0-5
m.p.h. Thirty two observers in 10 parties. Total party-hours 82 (12 on foot,
70 by car). Total party-miles 410 (16 on foot, 394 by car). Total species 78;
total individuals 21,913.
The weather was a lot different from last year. We started out with
very cold temperatures this year. Last year we had a comfortable 70 de
grees. It only warmed to 18°F this year.
There was a fair amount of food this year, but it was scattered so
there were small pockets of birds. We have a large Crow roost in Lexing
ton and for the last few years in has been in the count area. It varies
from 14,000 to 19,000+. This year it might have exceeded this number, but
none had time to do more counting. Most birds were low in numbers this
year.—-Pat Anderson, Brad Andres, Bill Barbour, Roger Barbour, Earl
Boggs, Gary Boggs, Patrick Boggs, Ann Bradley, Eugene Bradley, Manton
Cornett, Ron Duncan, Doris Ferm, Jean Flynn, Mike Flynn, Jonathon Glix-
son, Ray Huddles, Terrie Koontz, Betty Maxson, Robert L. Morris (com
piler), Sarah McClellan, Rosemary Petty, Jerry Reece, Philippe Roca,
Lewis Shain, E. Marie Sutton, Andy Uterhart, Marion Uterhart, Sallie
Wasielewski, Clara Weilands, Jim Williams, Mike Williams, J. Bernice
Woods. Feeder Counters: Mabel Boggs, Ruth Davis, Mrs. Richard T.
Stofer,' Jr., Peggy Wallace and Jim Wood.
DANVILLE (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Boyle
County Courthouse.) Habitat farmland 50%, woodland 14%, residential
13%, lakeshore 10%, streamsides 7%, parkland 6%. Dec. 21; 8:00 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 4 to 20®F; wind calm. Twenty-nine observers in
9 parties. Total party hours 61.7 (13.5 on foot, 48.2 by car). Total party-
miles 474 (18.3 on foot, 455.7 by car). Total species 72; total individuals
8,308.
Joe Amburgey, Ernie Baird, Ron Barbato, Ed Caldwell, Harry and
Molly Caldwell, Neil Eklund (compiler), Martha and Tobin Foster, John
Gower, JoAnn and Mike Hamm, Alice Heck, Edna Heck, Helen Heck, Mort
Hoaglund, Mosel Jester, J. W. Kemper, Chuck Kohler, Fred Loetscher,
D. W. MacDonald, Eric Mount, Jack Newton, J. B. Nichols, Walter Penn-
ington, L. M. Reid, Joe Russell, Greg and Sandy Wagner.
BURLINGTON (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center at
Camp Michaels near Union, KY.) Habitat woodland and forest edge 50%,
farmland 20%j streams, lakes and rivers 20%, residential 10%. Dec. 28;
6:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky clear in a.m., cloudy and overcast in p.m.; temp.
15 to 28°F; wind W, 5-15 m.p.h. Lakes and streams mostly frozen, Ohio
River open. Twenty-one observers in 6 parties. Total party-hours 33.5 (13
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on foot, 20.5 by car). Total party-miles 33.5 (13 on foot, 20.5 by car). Total
party-miles 273 (9 on foot, 264 by car). Total species 50; total individuals
2,577.
Waterfowl and blackbird species were in low numbers, while sparrows
and finches were well represented. A partially albinistic Purple Finch was
seen at Gerri Kennedy's feeders. — Mike Andrews, Joe Caminiti, Kathy
Caminiti, Joanne Conradi, Marjorie Hill, Stan Hirtle, Bill Jacoby, Carolyn
Johnson, Kathy Johnson, Ed Kennedy, Gerri Kennedy, Lee McNeely. (com
piler), Lynda McNeely, Rick Riley, Denise Rusconi, George Schoen, Carmen
Schultz, Pat Scott, Tommy Stephens, Shea Stephenson, Carolyn-Van Huss.
SOMERSET (center and habitat as described in 1980.) Jan. 1; 9:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 16 to 42''F; wind S, 0-5 m.p.h. Three ob
servers in 1 party. Total party-hours 9 (3 on foot, 6 by car). Total party-
miles 80 (2 on foot, 78 by car). Total species 47; total individuals 160,636.
The large number of blackbirds was part of a roost in the Somerset
area.—Bradford Elmore, Diane Elmore, Jackie B. Elmore, Sr. (compiler).
PINE MOUNTAIN SETTLEMENT SCHOOL (center and habitat as
described in 1980.) Jan. 4; 4:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sky clear; temp. 23 to
45*^; wind SW, 0-20 m.p.h. Twelve observers in 6 parties. Total party-
hours 26 (22 on foot, 4 by car). Total party miles 125 (26 on foot, 99'by
car). Owling: 2.5 hours, 19 miles. Five feeder watchers for 11.5 feeder
hours. Total species 41; total individuals 1,170.
Ken Arthur, Julious Begley, Liz Bradshaw, Afton and John Garrison,
Alice and Rodney Hendrickson, Dean and Miriam Johnston, Steve McKee
(compiler), Zelma Metcalfe, Karoun and Matthew Miller, Francis Owen,
Daisy Ray, Mary Rogers, May Williams. Common Ravens are apparently
increasing somewhat in our area since they were first sighted in 1978.
ROWAN COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Morehead, Ky.) Habitat as described before. Jan. 5; 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.-
Skyclear to 40^ cloudy; temp. 28 to 45''F; wind W, 0-2 m.p.h. One observer
in 1 party. Total party-hours 7 (2 on foot, 5 by car). Total party-miles 62"
(3 on foot, 59 by car). Total species 68; total individuals 1,601.
Fred Busroe (compiler).
PERRY COUNTY (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center
Bonnyman, Perry County, Ky.) Habitat deciduous woods, woodland edge
and residential. Dec. 28; 8:00 a.m. to -5:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp.
25 to 35°F; wind light. It was windy in the morning. Four observers in 4
parties. Total party-hours 12 (10 on foot, 2 by car). Total party-miles 40
(4 on foot, 36 by ear). Total species 30; total individuals 359.
Although we didn't see Barred Owls this time, they are doing fairly
well and are widespread. Great Horned Owls are very rare; only one found
in nine years. Barn Owls are also very rare with only one sighting in eight
years.—Dr. Dennis Sandlin (compiler), Dr. Don Spencer, Johnny Spencer
and Benjamin Spencer.
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RED BIRD (all points within a 15-mile diameter circle, center Beverly,
Ky.) Habitat forest land 60%, farm land 40%, elevation 1,200 to 2,300
feet. Jan. 1; 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Sky partly cloudy; temp. 20 to 40°F;
wind W, 5 m.p.h. Five observers in 1 party. Total party-hours 9 (8 on foot,
1 by car). Total party-miles 18 (6 on foot, 12 by car). Total species 22,
total individuals 314.
The wild food crop was excellent.—Phyllis and Shirley Grouse, Esther
and Sam (compiler) Lawson, Mabel White.
FIELD NOTES
HOUSE FINCH BUILDS NEST IN A HANGING FERN PLANT
Since the House Finch (Carpodacus mexicanus) has only been re
ported in Kentucky since 1977 and little is known of its nesting habits it
may be well to comment on two nests we were privileged to see during the
summer of 1984.
On 6 May 1984, we noticed a House Finch carrying nesting material
to a fern plant hanging from our front porch in southwest Louisville. Three
days later we discovered one egg in the nest and another on the following
day. We decided not to check the nest each day so as not to disturb the
birds. Later that week to our disappointment and surprise we found the
nest abandoned.
The nest was neatly tucked in the center of the fern and although
fairly compact it was rather shallow. Its outside depth was two inches;
inside depth, one-half to one inch; outside diameter, four inches; inside
diameter, two inches. It was composed entirely of fine grasses, rootlet and
weed stems. The lining was made up of finer grasses, bits of cotton and
tiny feathers. The eggs were a pale bluish-white, with a few tiny dots at
the larger end.
On 28 June 1984, my next door neighbor discovered a nest with four
eggs cradled in their fern plant which was also hanging from the porch
ceiling. We were asked to identify the birds and to our surprise the owners
were House Finches. We could not watch the nest as closely as we would
have liked, but three eggs hatched on July 7 and on July 13 all four nest
lings were in the downy stage. The young were fairly well feathered on
July 19 and all left the nest on July 28. Although, we do not know the
length of the incubation period, we do know the nestlings remained in the
nest for 16 days.—^Violet and Wilbur Jackson, 4910 Manslick Road, Louis
ville 40216.
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FIRST RECORD OF THE MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD IN KENTUCKY
At approximately 9:00 a.m. on the morning of 22 December 1984, we
discovered a Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides) three miles northeast
of the community of Garrett in rural Meade County. The bird, tentatively
identified as a male, was found associating with a sizable flock of Eastern
Bluebirds (Sialia sialis) that numbered at various times from 20 to 50 birds.
The Mountain Bluebird was found while we were covering an assigrned
territory on the Otter Creek Park Christmas Bird Count. The location was
near the western end of Pack Lane, a gravel road running northeast from
SR-1238 to the western edge of the Fort Knox Military Reservation where
it dead ends. It was first noticed among the Eastern Bluebirds as the flock
fed on dogwood and sumac berries in a low, protected yard off Pack Lane.
It was immediately noticeable due to its grayish breast which contrasted
sharply with the neat, rufous breast color of the many Eastern's. In addi
tion, the blue of the upperparts was of a more turquoise shade, being most
intense on the wings, rump and tail. On the crown, nape and upper back
the blue was more or less obscured by grayish-buff feather edgings. Like
wise the underparts, especially the throat and breast feathers, were heavily
tipped with grayish-buff, entirely obscuring the blue throat and breast
unless a breeze parted these feathers.
After checking a couple of field guides, we further confirmed that the
bill was relatively longer and slimmer than those of the Eastern Bluebirds,
a feature that, along with a sleeker neck and head shape, gave the bird
a more flycatcher-like appearance. Also, the primaries were proportionately
longer, overlapping the tail to a much greater extent than the Eastern's
primaries. The hovering behavior, characteristic of Mountain Bluebirds
was not noticeable; however, its slimmer build was evident at all times,
and the bird could be picked out in flight due to its slightly larger size
and longer wings.
The plumage of this bird caused some confusion because it resembled
neither the typical male nor female plumages illustrated in the various field
guides. When sitting high against a light background the bird's colors
looked deceptively "washed out", whereas, when viewed low, against a
darker background or in good light, the blues of the back, wings and tail
were quite vivid. The gray breast seemed characteristic of a female, but
the bright blue bases of the breast and throat feathers which could clearly
be seen when the wind parted them seemed to indicate that the bird might
be a male. Also, the extent and intensity of the bright blue of the crown,
neck and back were characteristic of a male. Ridgeway (Bent, A.C. Life
Histories of North American Thrushes, Kinglets and Their Allies, U.S.
National Museum Bulletin No. 196) describes a "winter plumage" for
Mountain Bluebirds with pale brownish-gray feather edgings that obscure
the blue of both the upperparts and underparts to various degrees as typical
of both first-year male and winter adult female plumages. Based on these
characteristics, the bird was tentatively identified as a male.
After observing the bird for some time, we drove to Otter Creek Park
to alert other count participants of our find. By day's end, at least six
others were able to see the Mountain Bluebird. Over the following several
weeks, the bird was observed on at least four other occasions: December
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23, 28, January 5 and 13. Gn most occasions, the bluebird flock, including
the Mountain Bluebird, could be found near the original site or within a
half-mile along nearby woods edges and fields where they alternately fed
on sumac berries and (presumably) insects over and around small pools of
water that were standing in sinks in the fields. On January 5 the entire
flock of bluebirds was observed about one mile down Pack Lane foraging in
weedy cover on Fort Knox.
On January 13 birds were foraging on the ground on a south-facing
slope where there was no snow cover, and several fairly good photographs
were obtained of the Mountain Bluebird. Subsequent to this sighting, ex
tremely cold weather invaded the eastern United States for several weeks.
Two mid-February trips to relocate the Mountain Bluebird were unsuccess
ful. In fact, no bluebirds could be found. It is not known whether the blue
birds, especially the Easterns which are very susceptible to extreme cold
perished or moved further south. It is possible that the entire flock of
birds moved to a more protected area on the Fort Knox Reservation.
This occurrence represents the first record of the Mountain Bluebird
in Kentucky. Records of the Mountain Bluebird east of the Mississippi are
few, but vagrant birds show up annually and many eastern states have at
least one record. All published records examined are of single birds that
have turned up in late fall or winter, usually with flocks of Eastern Blue
birds. It is presumed that these birds wander east in fall and overwinter
in the eastern United States, returning to the west in the spring.—Brainard
Palmer-Ball, Jr., Richard Cassell, and Diane Ebel, Louisville, Kentucky
40222.
BOOK REVIEW
BIRDS OF THE NASHVILLE AREA, 4th ed., compiled by Henry E.
Parmer and the Nashville Chapter of the Tennessee Ornithological Society,
P. 0. Box 24573, Nashville, Tennessee 37202-4573, 1985; pp. iv -j- 60; $4.00.
This publication is the most recent compilation of bird observations in
the vicinity of Nashville, Tennessee. It also stands as a testimony to active
participation by birders in the Nashville area. It is notable that the Com
mittee for the Fourth Edition thanks "the growing number of observers
who regularly go to the field in the Nashville area." No names will be
mentioned in this review for fear of omission of several contributors.
This fourth edition includes a map to show the area covered — ap
proximately 40 miles in diametfer. Brief accounts of the physiography, veg
etation, and weather are given. The status and frequency of each of the
306 species are included. Status includes the usual terms of permanent resi
dent, summer resident, etc. Frequency is based on the percentage of field
trips in which a species is encountered. For example, if a species is ob
served on approximately 75-100 percent of field trips it is designated as
common; if observed on less than five percent of field trips conducted in
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habitat condusive to that species it is considered rare; and if seen once every
few years it is listed as an occasional species. Following is the information
provided for one species:
"220. Red-eyed Vireo—Summer Resident (fairly common SP, SU, and
F). Extreme dates: 30 Mar 1945 (1) Graybar Ln. (ARL) to 27 Oct
1975 (1 tower casualty) (KAG)."
A helpful bar-graph gives the period of expected occurrence, the period of
possible occurrence, and also dates of sighting that are out of range or
season. This is similar to that found in SUMMARY OF OCCURRENCE
OF BIRDS OF KENTUCKY by Burt L. Monroe, Jr., The Kentucky
Warbler, Vol. 45, Aug., 1969.
BIRDS OF THE NASHVILLE AREA contains little discussion, but
there is an interesting section entitled "Changes in the Avifauna, 1975-
1985." An additional 22 species have been included, and various species have
increased or decreased in number, due primarily to the expansion of the
human population and the impact of man on the environment.
In the introduction the statement is made that "the purpose of the
present account is to provide a summary of bird records for the Nashville
area through August 31, 1985." Other aims are to encourage birders in the
Nashville area to become even more active in their birding activities and to
maintain accurate records for inclusion in the next edition. This publication
should be of particular interest and assistance to anyone studying birds in
the vicinity of Nashville, and it is worthy of emulation by birders in other
regions.—H. E. Shadowen, Dept. of Biology, Western Kentucky University,
Bowling Green, 42101.
NEWS AND VIEWS
K.O.S. SPRING MEETmG
The Kentucky Ornithological Society will hold its annual, spring
meeting at Rough River Dam State Resort Park on April 25-27. A block
of 25 rooms is being held available at a 15% discount for K.O.S. members
until April 1. Once again the Clay's have graciously invited us to join them
for an excellent birding experience and fellowship at the bird sanctuary.
Please mark your calendars, make reservations early and plan to join us
at Rough River.
